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militarist. I do not approach directly because I am conscious
of our weakness- But being humble I make it clear through Mode-
rate or other friends that I would miss not a single opportunity
of having honest conferences or consultations. And so I have
not hesitated to advise non-co-operators thankfully to meet the
Independents and place our services at their disposal to make such
use of them as they may deem fit. And if the Viceroy or a party
desires a conference, it would be foolish for non-co-operators not to
respond. The case of non-co-operators depends for success on culti-
vation of public opinion and public support. They have no other
force to back them. If they forfeit public opinion, they have lost
the voice of God for the time being.
For the manner of preparing the scheme, too, I have simply
suggested what appears to me to be a most feasible method. The
All-India Congress Committee has not considered it nor has the
Working Committee. The adoption of the Congress franchise
is my own suggestion. But what I have laid down as the guid-
ing principle is really unassailable. The scheme of swaraj is that
scheme which popular representatives frame. What happens
then to the experts in administration and others who may not be
popularly elected? In my opinion, they also should attend and
have the vote even, but they must necessarily be in a minority.
They must expect to influence the majority by a constant appeal
to the logic of facts. Given mutual trust and mutual respect, a
round table conference cannot but result in a satisfactory and
honourable peace*
AN UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT
The abrupt withdrawal of Sir Sankaran Nair was an un-
fortunate incident. In my opinion, he had nothing to do with my,
or later, with Mr. Jinnah's opinions. As Speaker, especially, he
was exempt from any implied or express identification with any-
body's views. I cannot help feeling that Sir Sankaran erred in
the conception of his duty as Speaker. But as we progress towards
democracy, we must be prepared even for such erroneous exercise
of independence. I congratulate Sir Sankaran Nair upon his
boldly exercising his independence, which I have not hesitated to
call cussedness in private conversation, and upon the independence
of the Committee in not suffering a nervous collapse but quietly
electing Sir Vishveshwarayya1, and voting thanks to the retiring
Speaker for the services rendered,
Young India, 19-1-1922
* Sir M. Visvesvaraya, eminent engineer; former Dewan of Mysore